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1 RULES
All matches must be played under:

1.1 The rules of tennis as laid down in the official book of the N.S.W Tennis Umpires Association.

1.2 The competitions rules are to be read in conjunction with Bulli & District Tennis Association Constitution.

1.3 The rules of the B. & D.T.A. Inc. as specified hereunder.

2 REGISTERED PLAYERS

2.1 Only B.D.T.A. registered members are eligible to participate in the competition.  

2.2 Any team playing an unregistered player shall forfeit full match points.

3 TEAMS AND ENTRY FEES
3.1 Clubs may enter as many teams as they desire in any one competition providing they can make available for players at least one court for every two teams entered.  

3.2 Entry fee for teams in competitions is to be determined by the management committee.  

3.3 Any team (including all team members) who withdraws from a competition after the draw has been made without a satisfactory reason may be suspended from all B. & D.T.A. Inc. events for the duration of that competition and all team entry fees and registrations retained.

4 PLAYING OF MATCHES
4.1 The Management Committee shall determined number of competitions per calendar year.  

4.2 The format, number of sets, number of teams in a division, commencement time etc. may be determined by the Management Committee as the need arises.

4.3 Semi-finals, finals and grand finals of all weekend competitions shall not be scheduled over public school holidays: ie. the middle Saturday of a two-week vacation.

4.4 There will be no competition matches set down for a public holiday long weekend period.

5 MAINTENANCE OF STANDARDS
5.1 The Competition Secretary will fix the maximum & minimum handicap for each competition.

5.2 In the event of a team whose handicap is less than the set minimum, either five times in a competition or three times in succession in the same competition, shall be deemed as withdrawn from the competition.

5.3 A team having to borrow a player whose handicap places that team's handicap below the minimum set for the division must carry the minimum team handicap set for that division.  

5.4 A team shall not play with a total handicap above the maximum set for that division.  Playing above the maximum constitutes a forfeit.  (EXCEPT for 15.3)

6 COMMENCING TIME OF MATCHES
6.1 The competition secretary at the start of every competition will set down the commencement time.  

6.2 Where a team is unable to provide the correct pair to commence the match within fifteen (15) minutes of starting time as specified in 6.1, the opposing captain may claim a forfeit for the first set.

6.3 After the first set (as mentioned above; 6.2) the opposing captain may claim a forfeit of one set for every fifteen (15) minutes the offending team cannot provide a correct pair.

6.4 Play is to be continuous.  To cover the case where a team fails to have a pair ready to commence a new set (after the match has commenced), a forfeit of that set may be claimed by the opposing captain after five (5) minutes.  Subsequent forfeits may be claimed for each fifteen(15) minutes elapsed.

6.5 If captains are in agreement, they may wish to play sets out of order so as to make a start on time to the afternoon's tennis.

7 THE ORDER OF SERVING/RECEIVING
7.1 In a four-person mixed competition (2 x 2) format the away team serves in sets 1, 2, 5 & 6.  The home team serves first in sets 3, 4, 7 & 8.  The receiving team has the choice of ends.

7.2 In other formats the order of serve is a) by the toss or b) set format

7.3 In semi-finals, finals and grand finals, the toss is for the choice of being the home or away team.  The winner has the choice of home or away team. 

8 BALLS 
8.1 Only balls as approved by the Tennis Australia may be used.

8.2 Minimums of two new tennis balls, of the same brand are to be provided by the home team. 

8.3 In semi-finals, finals & grand finals balls are to be provided by both teams, however only 1 set of balls shall be used and the other team will reimburse the team providing the balls for half the cost of those balls or may wish to use 2 sets of balls.
9 ALLOCATION OF POINTS FOR A MATCH
9.1 One point is awarded for each set won.

9.2 Three points are awarded for winning the most games.

9.3 If games are equal at the end of a match, the points allocated for winning most games are to be shared.  

9.4 If sets and games were equal, then the match would be drawn.

9.5 If a match is completely washed out prior to start, all points shall be shared.

9.6 If a match is not completed due to rain, light etc. sets and all games completed to that point of cessation of play shall be counted for points and all remaining points to be shared, including points allocated for winning on games unless the match has already been won

9.7 If the reason given for a match being incomplete is unsatisfactory, then points will only be awarded for sets completed or if the match has already been won.  Any remaining points will not be allocated.

10 MATCH RESULTS
10.1 The home team writes their names down first, and then the visiting team.  Once the playing order has been written down, that order cannot be changed.  The opposing captain must then check the handicap and the team to receive a handicap (if any) will show same on the score sheet.

10.2 Score sheets are to include the names, handicaps and competition numbers of all players in their respective teams and also the individual results of all sets played.

10.3 Both the captains must sign the completed score sheets.

10.4 The winning captain is responsible for sending in the score sheet of matches to the Competition Secretary.  

10.5 The score sheets must be in the hands of the Competition Secretary no later than 5:00 p.m. the following Wednesday. If the score sheet is not received by this time the following fines will apply:

10.5.1 First Offence – Warning

10.5.2 Second Offence - $10

10.5.3 Third and subsequent Offences - $15.

10.6 The last round, semi-finals and finals results must be in the hands of, or phone to, the Competition Secretary on the Sunday evening of that weekend by 7.30 p.m.  Where results are phoned in, the score sheets must be sent to the respective Competition Secretary by the usual time.

10.7 In the event of a captain listing a player on a lower handicap than the correct handicap the Management Committee may call upon the said team to forfeit the sets played by that player if the occasion warrants such action.

10.8 In the event of a captain listing a player on a higher handicap than the correct handicap, providing all eligibility criteria are met, such listed handicap must be used for match.

10.9 Should a match be forfeited, the captain of the team receiving the forfeit shall forward the result of the match.

10.10 Score sheets must also be forwarded by the home captain in the event of :

a. no play taking place,

b. match ceasing before a decision is reached; and

c. the match ending in a draw

10.11 The only exception to this rule occurs when a match has been abandoned by mutual agreement by telephone.  In this case, both captains must submit a result sheet showing the appropriate details of their intended team and the name of the person who was contacted on the opposing team.

10.12 A warning will be issued when a result sheet is late arriving.  For repeated infringements, a cumulative fine will be set by the Management Committee would be imposed.  Non-payment of fines within a two-week period declares the whole team un-financial.

10.13 It is the responsibility of both captains to see that sets are played with correct pairings. A team playing with incorrect pairings, such a team will forfeit that set/s.

10.14 The Competition Secretary has the power to correct any errors (except 10.7) on the score sheets, even if it affects the result of the match.  Teams concerned will be notified if the result of the match has been affected.

11 INCOMPLETE MATCHES
11.1 Should a semi-final, final or grand final match be stopped because of bad weather or failing light or other legitimate reason (such reason to be accepted or rejected by the Management Committee) it shall be resumed from the exact position at which the game stood when play ceased.

11.2 In the event of extreme weather conditions on court, a decision on the commencement or continuation of play shall be left to both captains.

11.3 Competitions matches that are called off for any reason before a decision is reached, the remaining points must be shared. Except in the case of semi-finals, finals and grand finals.

12 TEAMS EQUAL ON POINTS
12.1 In the event of two or more teams being equal on points at the conclusion of the preliminary rounds of a competition, their relative positions shall be decided on a count back of the number of games won over games lost.

12.2 In the event of a team involved in a count-back having received a forfeit during the preliminary rounds the margin of games played to be allocated to the said team for this match shall be taken from the average of games won and lost by the other teams playing in the same competition when playing the forfeiting team.

13 SEMI-FINALS, FINALS AND GRAND-FINALS
13.1 The format of the finals series will be determined at the beginning of each competition by the management committee.  
13.2 Should a semi-final, final or grand final match be abandoned due to bad weather, failing light, or some other legitimate reason (such reason to be accepted or rejected by the Management Committee) then provided that an alternative playing time as been allocated, the match shall be resumed from the exact position at which the game stood when play ceased.

13.3 Should no alternate playing time have been allocated and a result was not achieved, then the winning team shall be the team that:

a. was first to qualify for that particular semi-final, final or Grand Final, or

b. if the above does not apply, the team that finished highest on the competition ladder at the end of normal competition rounds or

c. If teams finished on equal points then refer to section 12 to determine which finished higher or

d. If the grand-final match is abandoned, the winner will be the first team that qualified for that grand-final 

13.4 Players are eligible to play in the finals series provided they have played three (3) or more matches during the preliminary rounds for that team.  In the case of forfeits and wet matches, the players as listed on the result form are considered as having played a match, for the purpose of semi-final qualification.

13.5 The Competition Secretary shall set down the venue of all semi-finals, finals and grand finals.

13.6 The start time for Semi-finals, finals & grand finals is to be determined by the Competition Secretary  

13.7 The management committee has the right to use any affiliated club courts for playing of semi-finals, finals and grand finals. 

13.8 Where a match is set down for play on a neutral court as in semi-finals, finals and grand finals, it is the responsibility of the home club to provide the court free of charge and at no time are the opposing teams to be asked to subscribe to the hire of such courts.

13.9 If needed, lights will be used in the final series to complete matches.

13.10 A tied semi-final or final will be decided by replaying each of the first five (5) sets as tie-breaker games.  

13.11 A tie in the grand final will result in the declaration of joint premiers.
14 TROPHIES
14.1 Teams winning trophies may be presented with three more trophies than the number of players in a playing team.  Extra trophies will be supplied if ordered and cost of same to be met by the teams concerned.

14.2 Runners-up in the competition grand-finals will be awarded consolation trophies.

15 HANDICAPS
15.1 The captains must list their players and their handicaps on the result form before the match commences.  The opposing captain checks the totals and marks the margin on the result form as handicap received to the team with the lowest total.  

15.2 In the event of a captain listing a player on a lower handicap than the correct handicap the management committee may call upon the said team to forfeit the match if they consider the occasion warrants such action.  

15.3 In the event of a player's handicap being altered after the commencement of a competition such player will still be eligible to play in such competition carrying his/her new handicap even though the team's total handicap may exceed the limits set for such competition provided the said player was nominated prior to the commencement of the competition.

15.4 In an 8-set match competition, the maximum number of games start is 16 or at the discretion of the Management Committee and be determined at the start of each competition.

16 GRADING OF PLAYERS
16.1 At the conclusion of a Saturday afternoon mixed competition, each club will be issued with handicap recommendations based on a player’s result from that competition.

16.2 Handicaps are to be recommended by the Competition Secretary based on a computer generated handicap recommendation, using the player’s results from that competition.

16.3 Clubs will be granted one week to appeal in writing and objections must be supported by documented results and / or accompanying reasons.

16.4 A grading meeting involving a representative from each team  / club would then only discuss objections received by the competition secretary.

16.5 Each team be allowed one vote and the chairperson shall have the casting vote should the need arise.

16.6 A player's grading handicap is subject to review and possible alteration at any time up to the end of the round of the competition, except in the case of a player who did not play in the previous competition.  

16.7 Where a player re-registers after an absence from tennis or transfers from another Association, the said player must be handicapped or graded on the previous standard held and may be re-graded at any time by the Competition Secretary.

16.8 A registered B. & D.T.A. Inc. player playing in the combined association competition on returning to B & D.T.A. Inc. competition cannot do so on a handicap lower than his / her last handicap used in B & D.T.A. Inc. competition. 

16.9 All players upon re-entering B & D.T.A. Inc. competition will have their handicap reviewed at the end of the first half of the competition.  If changes are warranted they will apply immediately. If these changes place the team's handicap above the division maximum or below the division minimum the said team will play on the division maximum or minimum (whichever is relevant) without penalty.

16.10 A new member of a club may be registered for play at any time during the preliminary rounds of a competition and shall be eligible for play the day after said player's registration fee is received by the B & D.T.A. Registrar or Competition Secretary.

16.11 It is the responsibility of the club secretary to grade and/or handicap a new member.  

17 FORFEITURE OF MATCHES
17.1 Where a team fails to field a complete side, the set/s involving missing player/s will be forfeited to the opposing side.  All other sets that can be played should be played.

17.2 Any team forfeiting completely twice in succession or three times in all shall be disqualified unless a satisfactory reason/s is provided. If a team completely forfeits a match, they will be fined $20.00.  Non-payment of such a fine will bar the offending team from playing their next match.

17.3 If a team is disqualified, all points scored for and against them by all other teams for a completed round will stand, otherwise these points will be deleted.

18 PLAYING FOR A TEAM
18.1 Clubs and/or teams must notify the Competition Secretary of their intention to use a non-entered player before that player's first match commences.

19 BORROWING & SUBSTITUTE PLAYERS
19.1 In any competition a player can represent any team in any division including their entered division.

19.2 A player who because of illness or other unforeseen circumstances in unable to take his/her place in the continuation of a competition match postponed, may have his/her place taken by a reserve player who has the necessary qualifications.  The Competition Secretary following an application from the Club Secretary will only allow deviations from the above.  This could involve any unforeseen circumstance that might prevent a team from taking its place in the finals series.

19.3 In the event of injury or illness requiring immediate medical attention another eligible player may be substituted within three (3) minutes for the set to continue (the remainder or the set to be forfeited if this is impossible) and within thirty (30) minutes for that player's remaining sets in the match to count.

19.4 A player wearing prescribed glasses or contact lenses that are damaged during play and is unable to continue may be substituted as set out in 20.1 / 20.2.

19.5 In the event of a substitute player being used in a match, the handicap of the team must include that of the highest graded player of the 2 players involved in the substitution

19.6 In the event of a player/s being unable to play a match including semi-finals, finals and grand final through incapacitation, including an "immediate family" bereavement such player/s may be substituted provided the substitute player/s satisfy the present borrowing rules.

20 POOL PLAYERS
20.1 A pool player is one who is not originally team entered.

20.2 A player may register through the Competition Secretary. 

20.3 This player will not be committed to any team/club. 

20.4 An individual may also be registered by a club secretary or by a club representative and will be committed to a club. 

20.5 All standard rules shall apply. 

20.6 A pool player may be permitted to “fill-in” as often as required for different teams in the same division, and within these nominated divisions regardless of where his/her first competition match is played.

21 FAILING LIGHT
21.1 In the event of an appeal against bad light, it is then the opposing captains who decide. 

21.2 The time set for completion of matches/sets shall be 15 minutes after the official sunset time for that day. No sets are to be commenced after the official sunset time.

21.3 In the case failing or bad light, play may continue on courts where lights are available.

22 WET WEATHER
22.1 In the event of wet weather, a decision on the possibility or otherwise of play taking place shall be left entirely to the discretion of the opposing captains.

22.2 Captains of teams must be in attendance at the set down starting time of a match, to sign the result form to enable a match to be called off due to wet weather.

22.3 If long distances are to be travelled, then cancellation of a match can be made by the captains over the phone after 12 p.m. if weather conditions are that bleak.

22.4 A match is to begin no later than one hour after the proposed commencement time.

22.5 If captains disagree as to whether play should commence, safety should be main consideration in making a decision.

23 APPOINTMENT OF UMPIRES
23.1 Umpires are required for the lowest division or as set down by the Management Committee.  

24. DISPUTES
24.1 Where captains fail to agree on any matter they may approach the nearest member of the Management Committee or Competition Secretary for a decision.

24.2 In the event of any dispute, written details must be lodged with the Secretary of the Association within three days of said dispute and such details shall be placed before the for decision.  A protest fee of $10.00 shall be lodged at the same time and such $10.00 shall be refunded in the event of the dispute not being considered to be of a frivolous nature.

25. INTERPRETATION OF RULES
25.1 Any question arising out of the interpretation of these rules shall be submitted to the Management Committee for decision.  

25.2 The interpretation of these rules shall devolve on the Management Committee.  The Management Committee shall have the power to deal with and decide upon any matter not covered by these rules.  

25.3 Such decision of the Management Committee shall in all cases be final and no further correspondence will be entered into.

25.4 For the interpretation of these rules, the word "his”, where used, may also be construed as "her".

26. REPLAY OF MATCHES
26.1 The Management Committee has the power to order a replay of any match and shall name the date, time and court for such play.

27. ALTERATION AND/OR ADDITION TO RULES
27.1 The Management Committee has the power to alter or add to the competition rules.

28. OFFICIAL ORGAN
28.1 The official organ of the B. & D.T.A. Inc. is the "Illawarra Mercury" and /or the web site Bullitennis.com

28.2 It shall be sufficient notice of any Association function, fixture or instruction if it appears in the above-mentioned paper and/or web site.
